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SMALL PRESS RACKS 
JN LIBRARIES 
Paul F. Fericano 

ABSTRACT. Discusses an alternative t o  the problem most 
small presses in this country are faced with when trying to  obtain a wider 
readership for their periodicals and books. The author explains how Small Press 
Racks, installed in 10 California libraries, are prouing to  be one o f  the most 
successful approaches toward reaching the readingpublic, through the libraries, and 
how an entirely new education o f  small press literature is benefiting everyone. 

Anyone familiar with small presses in this country 
undoubtedly realizes that one of the biggest problems of any small 
press is faced with is distribution-getting its material into the hands of 
the reading public. To reach a large audience that otherwise knows very 
little about what is happening with literature in the hundreds of little 
magazines and small press books of poetry and fiction has always been 
difficult. What is important to  understand is that one simply cannot 
walk into a bookstore and expect to find a wide assortment of small 
press material for sale. An obvious explanation for this would be that 
small presses are generally limited in what they can afford for promo- 
tion and advertising. Unlike the trade publishers, many small presses do 
not have a widespread distribution program. No matter how important 
their material, more often than not, this same material is only able to 
circulate within a small press circle. So what is to  be done? 

One thing that is being done right now to  remedy this situation is a 
project I implemented over a year ago called The Small Press Racks for 
Libraries. It  is a project aimed at  reaching the reading public and 
making available to  them a healthy selection of alternative books and 
periodicals published solely by the small presses in this country. It  is 
proving to  be one of the best and most successful approaches for 
obtaining that wider readership small presses desire. 

So far, this project has been concentrating on libraries in California. 
Time and 'energy have been volunteered by myself and a small work 
group I have organized, consisting of: A.D. Winans (Second Coming 

Mr.  Fericano is a poet and writer who has been active in t,he 
small press scene for eight years. He is editor o f  a poetry magazine, The WesL 
Conscious Review, and publisher o f  Scarecrow Books. 
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Press), Greg Siliato (novelist) and Blythe Ayne (Talisman). Ten Small 
Press Racks are now installed in as many libraries, and all but one of 
these are located in San Mateo County. The remaining Rack is being 
used in the Mill Valley Public Library in Marin County. Each Rack 
contains a wide range of small press magazines and books which can 
and are being checked out by the public. 

Most of the publications have been donated by hundreds of small 
presses who first received word of this project through the COSMEP 
(Committee of Small Magazine Editors and Publishers) Newsletter. An 
article I wrote appeared in the Newsletter asking small presses to  
consider the advantage of donating material to this project and to  help 
get it  off the ground. They were asked to  mail what they could to  a 
central distribution center, purposely set up for this project, at the San 
Mateo County Library in Belmont. There, the magazines and books 
would be recorded and sorted for branches that wanted to start a Small 
Press Rack. 

Previously, I had met several times with Marcia Keller, Special 
Projects Librarian at the San Mateo County Library. She gave me her 
full support and arranged for me to meet with all the branch librarians 
at one of their monthly meetings. At this meeting, I explained the 
project to the librarians: I would supply the racks and small press 
publications if any library wanted to get in on the project. I received 
seven commitments from librarians that were very enthused about the 
prospects. 

Prior to  this meeting, the first Small Press Rack had already been 
installed in the Millbrae Library. From the very beginning, I received 
tremendous support from both Millbrae's head librarian, Ruth Stout, 
and reference librarian, Warren Netz. I was told that if I could obtain a 
revolving wire rack, of the type used to display paperback books, the 
library would be more than eager to push the project. 

1 visited the local bookstore and discovered that the owners had an 
old revolving rack sitting in the storeroom. When they learned that the 
project was for the library, they gladly donated it. I filled that first rack 
with little magazines and books from my own collection, and the first 
Small Press Rack was born. 

In all, 1 have been able to get bookstores and stationery outfits to  
donate a total of ten racks for the libraries. Most are revolving wire 
racks, but three have been free-standing wood racks that were once 
used to display greeting cards. All of the racks have been ideal show- 
pieces for small press material. 

I understand that every library has different needs, and that some 
just don't have the space to accomodate another display of reading 
material. With a few libraries that wanted to carry small press publica- 
tions but were unable to make space for a rack, publications were given 
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Paul F. Fericano 

to them, and these were displayed according t o  a library's own setup. 
The important point was t o  simply get the libraries t o  carry this 
material. 

Small Press Racks have not only been successful with the public, but 
with writers as well. Those that are involved in the small press scene, 
looking for a suitable market for their work, have found the Small Press 
Racks t o  be invaluable. By studying certain publications to discover 
what a particular magazine or press is looking for, most writers no 
longer have to  submit a manuscript "bkind." 

This project has now been adopted by COSMEP-National and is 
under a distribution program of one of its regional sectors, COSMEP- 
West. We have applied to the National Endowment for the Arts with 
the hope of receiving funds to  expand. Our goal is t o  eventually 
establish 30 to  40 Small Press Racks in libraries up and down the state 
of California. 

If the grant is approved, it will be a "seed" grant for one year t o  
assist libraries carrying a Small Press Rack and to buy subscriptions for 
the Racks from those presses that have been donating material from the 
very beginning. Over 150 presses have participated and the number is 
growing. After the first year, libraries will be encouraged to continue 
subscriptions to  the magazines and/or books of their choice. 

A few libraries are already making money available to  purchase small 
press material. Patrons are donating subscriptions, and "Friends-of-the- 
Library7' groups are another possibility where certain funds might come 
from. 

Not one library I have approached with this project has given me a 
"no" answer. Everyone has been very helpful and enthusiastic about it. 
And it is easy to  see why. The success of existing Small Press Racks has 
been both encouraging and educational. A whole new door has been 
opened. 

Other writers, editors and librarians from different parts of the 
country have written me to learn more about setting up a Small Press 
Rack in their own public library. What has worked so well here in 
California can work in other states, but there must exist a genuine 
concern. Cooperation is essential. The impact this project could have 
across the country is mindboggling and revolutionary. Libraries must be 
urged to  follow the lead of those libraries already making use of the 
Small Press Rack, and small presses must be willing to  get involved. 

In addition to  the publicity COSMEP has given it, articles on this 
project have appeared in Small Press Review, Sipapu, Lifeline, Coda: 
Poets & Writers Newsletter, California Living, dozens of little maga- 
zines, local newspapers, and library newsletters. This, too, has helped 
the project along. 

Now, more and more people are actually reading the literature that is 
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being published by the small presses, thanks to  a Small Press Rack in 
their local library that has aroused their curiosity. Librarians also have 
the opportunity now t o  read a better selection of material they might 
consider subscribing to. Most librarians I have talked with are quick t o  
admit that they either don't know how to  go about inquiring about 
small press publications, or else they just don't have the time or 
manpower to do so. The Small Press Racks are now providing a solution 
and everyone is benefiting. 

I t  is about time a better understanding between libraries and small 
presses is being bridged. They are helping each other-and in the 
process, they are reaching the public. 

CALIFORNIA LIBRARIES 
WITH SMALL PRESS RACKS 

Millbrae Library 
631 Magnolia Avenue 
Millbrae, CA 94030 

Burlingame Public Library 
480 Primrose Road 
Burlingame, CA 94010 

Brisbane Library 
245 Visitacion Avenue 
Brisbane, CA 94005 

Foster City Library 
600 Foster City Blvd. 
Foster City, CA 94404 

Pacifica Library 
Hilton at  Palmetto 
Pacifica, CA 94044 

Half Moon Bay Library 
620 Correas Street 
Half Moon Bay, CA 94019 

Woodside Library 
3140 Woodside Road 
Woodside, CA 94061 

Belmont Library 
1110 Alameda 
Belmont, CA 94002 

Atherton Library 
No. 2 Station Lane 
Atherton, CA 94025 

Mill Valley Public Library 
375 Throckmorton Avenue 
Mill Valley, CA 94941 
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